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Sermon to the Saints of God assembled at Topeka, KS: Sunday, August 8, 2021 
 

Every Man Did That Which Was Right In His Own Eyes 
 
Today we will consider Judges 17-21; these 5 chapters contain two incredible narratives.  
Chapters 17 and 18 relate the bizarre circumstances surrounding a house of idols and a 
phony priest.  Chapters 19, 20, and 21 contain the shocking, Sodom like conditions that 
existed in Gibeah of the tribe of Benjamin.  While these two events are not directly 
related, they are related in time and place.  More importantly, they are related by this 
sober and sorrowful fact: they both took place at a time whose defining characteristic 
was that “every man did that which was right in his own eyes”. (Judges 17:6; 21:25)  There 
was no godly judge on the ground; there was no godly behavior.  Godliness means that 
your heart is cleaved to God, and therefore your thoughts and actions are generally 
aligned with God and His commandments.  The tendency of our wicked flesh is to forsake 
God, cleave to our own understanding, pride, and desires, and then cover that filth with 
a pretty garment called “god”, or “religion”, or “spirituality”, or “morality”.  
 
Proverbs 12:15 “The way of a fool is right in his own eyes: but he that hearkeneth unto 
counsel is wise.” 
 
If an individual, or a nation, abandons the plain commandments of God, so that they can 
do that which is right in their own eyes, then calamity and destruction are on the 
horizon!  Consider the sin of ancient Sodom: 
 
Ezekiel 16:49,50 “49 Behold, this was the iniquity of thy sister Sodom, pride, fulness of bread, 
and abundance of idleness was in her and in her daughters, neither did she strengthen the 
hand of the poor and needy. 50  And they were haughty, and committed abomination before 
me: therefore I took them away as I saw good.” 
 
What a deadly combination! 

• Pride – I am something; I am wise; I want something; I deserve the things that I 
want.  In short: I will do what is right in my own eyes!  

• Fullness of Bread – Gluttonous hearts and bodies that are overfed with the things 
of this world, leading to an insatiable desire and sense of entitlement. 

• Abundance of Idleness – Excessive time to indulge in the things of the world, to 
cultivate discontentment and covetousness, to dream up new and unique ways to 
sin, to teach others that same sin, and to violently oppose any voice that would 
warn against that hateful selfishness. 

These same conditions existed in the world before the flood, Nimrod’s nation, Sodom, 
Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Greece, Rome.  The outcome is fixed and certain:  God will 
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destroy any such people who lift themselves up against Him!  Further, He has clearly told 
us that these will be the conditions that are prevalent in the earth at the time of Christ’s 
return: “Likewise also as it was in the days of Lot …  Even thus shall it be in the day when the 
Son of man is revealed.” (Luke 17:28-30)  My friends, that description (pride, fullness of 
bread, abundance of idleness) is a terrifying summary of the nation and generation that 
we live in; a generation that brazenly defines themselves by the word “Pride”!  
Destruction is on the horizon! 
 
We could talk for hours about how this applies to our generation, and our hopeful 
expectation of the return of Jesus Christ – but – that is not my focus for today.  As we 
read through these chapters, I want you to focus on three things: 

• Recognize the root of the problem.  Every man did that which was right in his 
own eyes.  This awful fact is the source of the folly found in these events, and the 
awful consequences that follow.  This unmitigated pride is a deadly sin that 
destroys individuals and nations. 

• Recognize just how quickly this apostacy happened.  (See “Timeline” below) 
• How do we apply this to ourselves?  It’s easy to apply it to the obviously godless 

world around us, but it is even more critical to apply it to ourselves, and then 
behave accordingly. 

 
Timeline 

• The book of Judges chronicles some of the major events during the (roughly) 400 
year period between the death of Joshua, and the days of Samuel.  During this time, 
Israel was “governed” by Judges; after this period, Israel was ruled by Kings.  Given 
that, it would be natural to assume that the events of Judges 17-21 belong at the 
end of that period; they are, after all, the final chapters of the book of Judges.  I 
submit to you that these events are not in chronological order.  Rather, these 
events happen at the beginning of the period of the judges, directly after the death 
of Joshua.  For context, let’s consider the scriptural account of the period after 
Joshua’s death: 

• Judges 2:6-16 “6 And when Joshua had let the people go, the children of Israel went 
every man unto his inheritance to possess the land. 7  And the people served the LORD 
all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders that outlived Joshua, who had seen 
all the great works of the LORD, that he did for Israel. 8  And Joshua the son of Nun, 
the servant of the LORD, died, being an hundred and ten years old. 9  And they buried 
him in the border of his inheritance in Timnathheres, in the mount of Ephraim, on the 
north side of the hill Gaash. 10  And also all that generation were gathered unto their 
fathers: and there arose another generation after them, which knew not the LORD, nor 
yet the works which he had done for Israel. 11  And the children of Israel did evil in the 
sight of the LORD, and served Baalim: 12  And they forsook the LORD God of their 
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fathers, which brought them out of the land of Egypt, and followed other gods, of the 
gods of the people that were round about them, and bowed themselves unto them, 
and provoked the LORD to anger. 13  And they forsook the LORD, and served Baal and 
Ashtaroth. 14  And the anger of the LORD was hot against Israel, and he delivered them 
into the hands of spoilers that spoiled them, and he sold them into the hands of their 
enemies round about, so that they could not any longer stand before their enemies. 15  
Whithersoever they went out, the hand of the LORD was against them for evil, as the 
LORD had said, and as the LORD had sworn unto them: and they were greatly 
distressed. 16  Nevertheless the LORD raised up judges, which delivered them out of 
the hand of those that spoiled them. 

• Supporting evidence: 
o The grandson of Moses (Jonathan) was involved in the events of Judges 17 

and 18. (Judges 18:30) 
o The grandson of Aaron (Phinehas) was involved in the events of Judges 19-

21. (Judges 20:28) 
o The events of Judges 17 and 18 are referenced in Joshua 19:47. 
o The events of Gibeah (Judges 19-21) are referenced in the Song of Deborah. 

(Judges 5:8) 
o The name of a location was assigned in Judges 18 (Mahanehdan); that same 

location was referenced by that same name in Samson’s day (Judges 13:25) 
• Why does it matter?  I tell you all of that, because I believe it is instructive to us 

in a very practical way.  This apostacy happened like lightning!  These people were 
raised by Joshua and his peers.  Consider a partial list of the things that Joshua’s 
generation witnessed:  The plagues of Egypt; destruction of Pharoah’s army; 
parting of the Red Sea; pillar of cloud and fire leading them daily; manna falling 
from heaven; awful murmuring and rebellion, and the terrible punishment that it 
bought; parting of the Jordan River; miraculous victories throughout the land of 
Canaan, such that they now dwelt in a land flowing with milk and honey.  That next 
generation would have grown up hearing those stories, and seeing the evidence of 
it; they were raised in a settled place, and having abundance that their forefathers 
never experienced.  God’s mercies showered upon them every day, but in the 
twinkling of an eye, they departed from God, and turned to do that which was right 
in their own eyes.  Hosea 9:9 calls their generation “deeply corrupted”; they got to 
deep corruption in months and years, not decades and centuries! 

 
Judges 17: “1 ¶  And there was a man of mount Ephraim, whose name was Micah. 
2  And he said unto his mother, The eleven hundred shekels of silver that were taken from 
thee, about which thou cursedst, and spakest of also in mine ears, behold, the silver is with 
me; I took it. And his mother said, Blessed be thou of the LORD, my son. 
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3  And when he had restored the eleven hundred shekels of silver to his mother, his mother 
said, I had wholly dedicated the silver unto the LORD from my hand for my son, to make a 
graven image and a molten image: now therefore I will restore it unto thee. 
4  Yet he restored the money unto his mother; and his mother took two hundred shekels of 
silver, and gave them to the founder, who made thereof a graven image and a molten image: 
and they were in the house of Micah. 
5  And the man Micah had an house of gods, and made an ephod, and teraphim, and 
consecrated one of his sons, who became his priest. 
6  In those days there was no king in Israel, but every man did that which was right in his own 
eyes. 
7 ¶  And there was a young man out of Bethlehemjudah of the family of Judah, who was a 
Levite, and he sojourned there. 
8  And the man departed out of the city from Bethlehemjudah to sojourn where he could find 
a place: and he came to mount Ephraim to the house of Micah, as he journeyed. 
9  And Micah said unto him, Whence comest thou? And he said unto him, I am a Levite of 
Bethlehemjudah, and I go to sojourn where I may find a place. 
10  And Micah said unto him, Dwell with me, and be unto me a father and a priest, and I will 
give thee ten shekels of silver by the year, and a suit of apparel, and thy victuals. So the Levite 
went in. 
11  And the Levite was content to dwell with the man; and the young man was unto him as 
one of his sons. 
12  And Micah consecrated the Levite; and the young man became his priest, and was in the 
house of Micah. 
13  Then said Micah, Now know I that the LORD will do me good, seeing I have a Levite to my 
priest.” 
 
Judges 18: “1 ¶  In those days there was no king in Israel: and in those days the tribe of the 
Danites sought them an inheritance to dwell in; for unto that day all their inheritance had not 
fallen unto them among the tribes of Israel. 
2  And the children of Dan sent of their family five men from their coasts, men of valour, from 
Zorah, and from Eshtaol, to spy out the land, and to search it; and they said unto them, Go, 
search the land: who when they came to mount Ephraim, to the house of Micah, they lodged 
there. 
3  When they were by the house of Micah, they knew the voice of the young man the Levite: 
and they turned in thither, and said unto him, Who brought thee hither? and what makest 
thou in this place? and what hast thou here? 
4  And he said unto them, Thus and thus dealeth Micah with me, and hath hired me, and I am 
his priest. 
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5  And they said unto him, Ask counsel, we pray thee, of God, that we may know whether our 
way which we go shall be prosperous. 
6  And the priest said unto them, Go in peace: before the LORD is your way wherein ye go. 
7 ¶  Then the five men departed, and came to Laish, and saw the people that were therein, 
how they dwelt careless, after the manner of the Zidonians, quiet and secure; and there was 
no magistrate in the land, that might put them to shame in any thing; and they were far from 
the Zidonians, and had no business with any man. 
8  And they came unto their brethren to Zorah and Eshtaol: and their brethren said unto them, 
What say ye? 
9  And they said, Arise, that we may go up against them: for we have seen the land, and, 
behold, it is very good: and are ye still? be not slothful to go, and to enter to possess the land. 
10  When ye go, ye shall come unto a people secure, and to a large land: for God hath given 
it into your hands; a place where there is no want of any thing that is in the earth. 
11  And there went from thence of the family of the Danites, out of Zorah and out of Eshtaol, 
six hundred men appointed with weapons of war. 
12  And they went up, and pitched in Kirjathjearim, in Judah: wherefore they called that place 
Mahanehdan unto this day: behold, it is behind Kirjathjearim. 
13  And they passed thence unto mount Ephraim, and came unto the house of Micah. 
14 ¶  Then answered the five men that went to spy out the country of Laish, and said unto 
their brethren, Do ye know that there is in these houses an ephod, and teraphim, and a graven 
image, and a molten image? now therefore consider what ye have to do. 
15  And they turned thitherward, and came to the house of the young man the Levite, even 
unto the house of Micah, and saluted him. 
16  And the six hundred men appointed with their weapons of war, which were of the children 
of Dan, stood by the entering of the gate. 
17  And the five men that went to spy out the land went up, and came in thither, and took 
the graven image, and the ephod, and the teraphim, and the molten image: and the priest 
stood in the entering of the gate with the six hundred men that were appointed with weapons 
of war. 
18  And these went into Micah’s house, and fetched the carved image, the ephod, and the 
teraphim, and the molten image. Then said the priest unto them, What do ye? 
19  And they said unto him, Hold thy peace, lay thine hand upon thy mouth, and go with us, 
and be to us a father and a priest: is it better for thee to be a priest unto the house of one 
man, or that thou be a priest unto a tribe and a family in Israel? 
20  And the priest’s heart was glad, and he took the ephod, and the teraphim, and the graven 
image, and went in the midst of the people. 
21  So they turned and departed, and put the little ones and the cattle and the carriage before 
them. 
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22  And when they were a good way from the house of Micah, the men that were in the 
houses near to Micah’s house were gathered together, and overtook the children of Dan. 
23  And they cried unto the children of Dan. And they turned their faces, and said unto Micah, 
What aileth thee, that thou comest with such a company? 
24  And he said, Ye have taken away my gods which I made, and the priest, and ye are gone 
away: and what have I more? and what is this that ye say unto me, What aileth thee? 
25  And the children of Dan said unto him, Let not thy voice be heard among us, lest angry 
fellows run upon thee, and thou lose thy life, with the lives of thy household. 
26  And the children of Dan went their way: and when Micah saw that they were too strong 
for him, he turned and went back unto his house. 
27 ¶  And they took the things which Micah had made, and the priest which he had, and came 
unto Laish, unto a people that were at quiet and secure: and they smote them with the edge 
of the sword, and burnt the city with fire. 
28  And there was no deliverer, because it was far from Zidon, and they had no business with 
any man; and it was in the valley that lieth by Bethrehob. And they built a city, and dwelt 
therein. 
29  And they called the name of the city Dan, after the name of Dan their father, who was 
born unto Israel: howbeit the name of the city was Laish at the first. 
30  And the children of Dan set up the graven image: and Jonathan, the son of Gershom, the 
son of Manasseh, he and his sons were priests to the tribe of Dan until the day of the captivity 
of the land. 
31  And they set them up Micah’s graven image, which he made, all the time that the house 
of God was in Shiloh.” 
 
Judges 19: “1 ¶  And it came to pass in those days, when there was no king in Israel, that 
there was a certain Levite sojourning on the side of mount Ephraim, who took to him a 
concubine out of Bethlehemjudah. 
2  And his concubine played the whore against him, and went away from him unto her father’s 
house to Bethlehemjudah, and was there four whole months. 
3  And her husband arose, and went after her, to speak friendly unto her, and to bring her 
again, having his servant with him, and a couple of asses: and she brought him into her 
father’s house: and when the father of the damsel saw him, he rejoiced to meet him. 
4  And his father in law, the damsel’s father, retained him; and he abode with him three days: 
so they did eat and drink, and lodged there. 
5  And it came to pass on the fourth day, when they arose early in the morning, that he rose 
up to depart: and the damsel’s father said unto his son in law, Comfort thine heart with a 
morsel of bread, and afterward go your way. 
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6  And they sat down, and did eat and drink both of them together: for the damsel’s father 
had said unto the man, Be content, I pray thee, and tarry all night, and let thine heart be 
merry. 
7  And when the man rose up to depart, his father in law urged him: therefore he lodged there 
again. 
8  And he arose early in the morning on the fifth day to depart: and the damsel’s father said, 
Comfort thine heart, I pray thee. And they tarried until afternoon, and they did eat both of 
them. 
9  And when the man rose up to depart, he, and his concubine, and his servant, his father in 
law, the damsel’s father, said unto him, Behold, now the day draweth toward evening, I pray 
you tarry all night: behold, the day groweth to an end, lodge here, that thine heart may be 
merry; and to morrow get you early on your way, that thou mayest go home. 
10  But the man would not tarry that night, but he rose up and departed, and came over 
against Jebus, which is Jerusalem; and there were with him two asses saddled, his concubine 
also was with him. 
11  And when they were by Jebus, the day was far spent; and the servant said unto his master, 
Come, I pray thee, and let us turn in into this city of the Jebusites, and lodge in it. 
12  And his master said unto him, We will not turn aside hither into the city of a stranger, that 
is not of the children of Israel; we will pass over to Gibeah. 
13  And he said unto his servant, Come, and let us draw near to one of these places to lodge 
all night, in Gibeah, or in Ramah. 
14  And they passed on and went their way; and the sun went down upon them when they 
were by Gibeah, which belongeth to Benjamin. 
15  And they turned aside thither, to go in and to lodge in Gibeah: and when he went in, he 
sat him down in a street of the city: for there was no man that took them into his house to 
lodging. 
16 ¶  And, behold, there came an old man from his work out of the field at even, which was 
also of mount Ephraim; and he sojourned in Gibeah: but the men of the place were 
Benjamites. 
17  And when he had lifted up his eyes, he saw a wayfaring man in the street of the city: and 
the old man said, Whither goest thou? and whence comest thou? 
18  And he said unto him, We are passing from Bethlehemjudah toward the side of mount 
Ephraim; from thence am I: and I went to Bethlehemjudah, but I am now going to the house 
of the LORD; and there is no man that receiveth me to house. 
19  Yet there is both straw and provender for our asses; and there is bread and wine also for 
me, and for thy handmaid, and for the young man which is with thy servants: there is no want 
of any thing. 
20  And the old man said, Peace be with thee; howsoever let all thy wants lie upon me; only 
lodge not in the street. 
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21  So he brought him into his house, and gave provender unto the asses: and they washed 
their feet, and did eat and drink. 
22 ¶  Now as they were making their hearts merry, behold, the men of the city, certain sons 
of Belial, beset the house round about, and beat at the door, and spake to the master of the 
house, the old man, saying, Bring forth the man that came into thine house, that we may 
know him. 
23  And the man, the master of the house, went out unto them, and said unto them, Nay, my 
brethren, nay, I pray you, do not so wickedly; seeing that this man is come into mine house, 
do not this folly. 
24  Behold, here is my daughter a maiden, and his concubine; them I will bring out now, and 
humble ye them, and do with them what seemeth good unto you: but unto this man do not 
so vile a thing. 
25  But the men would not hearken to him: so the man took his concubine, and brought her 
forth unto them; and they knew her, and abused her all the night until the morning: and when 
the day began to spring, they let her go. 
26  Then came the woman in the dawning of the day, and fell down at the door of the man’s 
house where her lord was, till it was light. 
27  And her lord rose up in the morning, and opened the doors of the house, and went out to 
go his way: and, behold, the woman his concubine was fallen down at the door of the house, 
and her hands were upon the threshold. 
28  And he said unto her, Up, and let us be going. But none answered. Then the man took her 
up upon an ass, and the man rose up, and gat him unto his place. 
29  And when he was come into his house, he took a knife, and laid hold on his concubine, 
and divided her, together with her bones, into twelve pieces, and sent her into all the coasts 
of Israel. 
30  And it was so, that all that saw it said, There was no such deed done nor seen from the 
day that the children of Israel came up out of the land of Egypt unto this day: consider of it, 
take advice, and speak your minds.” 
 
Judges 20: “1 ¶  Then all the children of Israel went out, and the congregation was gathered 
together as one man, from Dan even to Beersheba, with the land of Gilead, unto the LORD in 
Mizpeh. 
2  And the chief of all the people, even of all the tribes of Israel, presented themselves in the 
assembly of the people of God, four hundred thousand footmen that drew sword. 
3  (Now the children of Benjamin heard that the children of Israel were gone up to Mizpeh.) 
Then said the children of Israel, Tell us, how was this wickedness? 
4  And the Levite, the husband of the woman that was slain, answered and said, I came into 
Gibeah that belongeth to Benjamin, I and my concubine, to lodge. 



Page 9 of 14 

 

5  And the men of Gibeah rose against me, and beset the house round about upon me by 
night, and thought to have slain me: and my concubine have they forced, that she is dead. 
6  And I took my concubine, and cut her in pieces, and sent her throughout all the country of 
the inheritance of Israel: for they have committed lewdness and folly in Israel. 
7  Behold, ye are all children of Israel; give here your advice and counsel. 
8  And all the people arose as one man, saying, We will not any of us go to his tent, neither 
will we any of us turn into his house. 
9  But now this shall be the thing which we will do to Gibeah; we will go up by lot against it; 
10  And we will take ten men of an hundred throughout all the tribes of Israel, and an hundred 
of a thousand, and a thousand out of ten thousand, to fetch victual for the people, that they 
may do, when they come to Gibeah of Benjamin, according to all the folly that they have 
wrought in Israel. 
11  So all the men of Israel were gathered against the city, knit together as one man. 
12 ¶  And the tribes of Israel sent men through all the tribe of Benjamin, saying, What 
wickedness is this that is done among you? 
13  Now therefore deliver us the men, the children of Belial, which are in Gibeah, that we may 
put them to death, and put away evil from Israel. But the children of Benjamin would not 
hearken to the voice of their brethren the children of Israel: 
14  But the children of Benjamin gathered themselves together out of the cities unto Gibeah, 
to go out to battle against the children of Israel. 
15  And the children of Benjamin were numbered at that time out of the cities twenty and six 
thousand men that drew sword, beside the inhabitants of Gibeah, which were numbered 
seven hundred chosen men. 
16  Among all this people there were seven hundred chosen men lefthanded; every one could 
sling stones at an hair breadth, and not miss. 
17  And the men of Israel, beside Benjamin, were numbered four hundred thousand men that 
drew sword: all these were men of war. 
18 ¶  And the children of Israel arose, and went up to the house of God, and asked counsel of 
God, and said, Which of us shall go up first to the battle against the children of Benjamin? 
And the LORD said, Judah shall go up first. 
19  And the children of Israel rose up in the morning, and encamped against Gibeah. 
20  And the men of Israel went out to battle against Benjamin; and the men of Israel put 
themselves in array to fight against them at Gibeah. 
21  And the children of Benjamin came forth out of Gibeah, and destroyed down to the ground 
of the Israelites that day twenty and two thousand men. 
22  And the people the men of Israel encouraged themselves, and set their battle again in 
array in the place where they put themselves in array the first day. 
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23  (And the children of Israel went up and wept before the LORD until even, and asked 
counsel of the LORD, saying, Shall I go up again to battle against the children of Benjamin my 
brother? And the LORD said, Go up against him.) 
24  And the children of Israel came near against the children of Benjamin the second day. 
25  And Benjamin went forth against them out of Gibeah the second day, and destroyed down 
to the ground of the children of Israel again eighteen thousand men; all these drew the sword. 
26 ¶  Then all the children of Israel, and all the people, went up, and came unto the house of 
God, and wept, and sat there before the LORD, and fasted that day until even, and offered 
burnt offerings and peace offerings before the LORD. 
27  And the children of Israel enquired of the LORD, (for the ark of the covenant of God was 
there in those days, 
28  And Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron, stood before it in those days,) saying, 
Shall I yet again go out to battle against the children of Benjamin my brother, or shall I cease? 
And the LORD said, Go up; for to morrow I will deliver them into thine hand. 
29  And Israel set liers in wait round about Gibeah. 
30  And the children of Israel went up against the children of Benjamin on the third day, and 
put themselves in array against Gibeah, as at other times. 
31  And the children of Benjamin went out against the people, and were drawn away from 
the city; and they began to smite of the people, and kill, as at other times, in the highways, 
of which one goeth up to the house of God, and the other to Gibeah in the field, about thirty 
men of Israel. 
32  And the children of Benjamin said, They are smitten down before us, as at the first. But 
the children of Israel said, Let us flee, and draw them from the city unto the highways. 
33  And all the men of Israel rose up out of their place, and put themselves in array at 
Baaltamar: and the liers in wait of Israel came forth out of their places, even out of the 
meadows of Gibeah. 
34  And there came against Gibeah ten thousand chosen men out of all Israel, and the battle 
was sore: but they knew not that evil was near them. 
35  And the LORD smote Benjamin before Israel: and the children of Israel destroyed of the 
Benjamites that day twenty and five thousand and an hundred men: all these drew the sword. 
36  So the children of Benjamin saw that they were smitten: for the men of Israel gave place 
to the Benjamites, because they trusted unto the liers in wait which they had set beside 
Gibeah. 
37  And the liers in wait hasted, and rushed upon Gibeah; and the liers in wait drew 
themselves along, and smote all the city with the edge of the sword. 
38  Now there was an appointed sign between the men of Israel and the liers in wait, that 
they should make a great flame with smoke rise up out of the city. 
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39  And when the men of Israel retired in the battle, Benjamin began to smite and kill of the 
men of Israel about thirty persons: for they said, Surely they are smitten down before us, as 
in the first battle. 
40  But when the flame began to arise up out of the city with a pillar of smoke, the Benjamites 
looked behind them, and, behold, the flame of the city ascended up to heaven. 
41  And when the men of Israel turned again, the men of Benjamin were amazed: for they 
saw that evil was come upon them. 
42  Therefore they turned their backs before the men of Israel unto the way of the wilderness; 
but the battle overtook them; and them which came out of the cities they destroyed in the 
midst of them. 
43  Thus they inclosed the Benjamites round about, and chased them, and trode them down 
with ease over against Gibeah toward the sunrising. 
44  And there fell of Benjamin eighteen thousand men; all these were men of valour. 
45  And they turned and fled toward the wilderness unto the rock of Rimmon: and they 
gleaned of them in the highways five thousand men; and pursued hard after them unto 
Gidom, and slew two thousand men of them. 
46  So that all which fell that day of Benjamin were twenty and five thousand men that drew 
the sword; all these were men of valour. 
47  But six hundred men turned and fled to the wilderness unto the rock Rimmon, and abode 
in the rock Rimmon four months. 
48  And the men of Israel turned again upon the children of Benjamin, and smote them with 
the edge of the sword, as well the men of every city, as the beast, and all that came to hand: 
also they set on fire all the cities that they came to.” 
 
Judges 21: “1 ¶  Now the men of Israel had sworn in Mizpeh, saying, There shall not any of 
us give his daughter unto Benjamin to wife. 
2  And the people came to the house of God, and abode there till even before God, and lifted 
up their voices, and wept sore; 
3  And said, O LORD God of Israel, why is this come to pass in Israel, that there should be to 
day one tribe lacking in Israel? 
4  And it came to pass on the morrow, that the people rose early, and built there an altar, 
and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings. 
5  And the children of Israel said, Who is there among all the tribes of Israel that came not up 
with the congregation unto the LORD? For they had made a great oath concerning him that 
came not up to the LORD to Mizpeh, saying, He shall surely be put to death. 
6  And the children of Israel repented them for Benjamin their brother, and said, There is one 
tribe cut off from Israel this day. 
7  How shall we do for wives for them that remain, seeing we have sworn by the LORD that 
we will not give them of our daughters to wives? 
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8  And they said, What one is there of the tribes of Israel that came not up to Mizpeh to the 
LORD? And, behold, there came none to the camp from Jabeshgilead to the assembly. 
9  For the people were numbered, and, behold, there were none of the inhabitants of 
Jabeshgilead there. 
10  And the congregation sent thither twelve thousand men of the valiantest, and 
commanded them, saying, Go and smite the inhabitants of Jabeshgilead with the edge of the 
sword, with the women and the children. 
11  And this is the thing that ye shall do, Ye shall utterly destroy every male, and every woman 
that hath lain by man. 
12  And they found among the inhabitants of Jabeshgilead four hundred young virgins, that 
had known no man by lying with any male: and they brought them unto the camp to Shiloh, 
which is in the land of Canaan. 
13  And the whole congregation sent some to speak to the children of Benjamin that were in 
the rock Rimmon, and to call peaceably unto them. 
14  And Benjamin came again at that time; and they gave them wives which they had saved 
alive of the women of Jabeshgilead: and yet so they sufficed them not. 
15  And the people repented them for Benjamin, because that the LORD had made a breach 
in the tribes of Israel. 
16 ¶  Then the elders of the congregation said, How shall we do for wives for them that 
remain, seeing the women are destroyed out of Benjamin? 
17  And they said, There must be an inheritance for them that be escaped of Benjamin, that 
a tribe be not destroyed out of Israel. 
18  Howbeit we may not give them wives of our daughters: for the children of Israel have 
sworn, saying, Cursed be he that giveth a wife to Benjamin. 
19  Then they said, Behold, there is a feast of the LORD in Shiloh yearly in a place which is on 
the north side of Bethel, on the east side of the highway that goeth up from Bethel to 
Shechem, and on the south of Lebonah. 
20  Therefore they commanded the children of Benjamin, saying, Go and lie in wait in the 
vineyards; 
21  And see, and, behold, if the daughters of Shiloh come out to dance in dances, then come 
ye out of the vineyards, and catch you every man his wife of the daughters of Shiloh, and go 
to the land of Benjamin. 
22  And it shall be, when their fathers or their brethren come unto us to complain, that we 
will say unto them, Be favourable unto them for our sakes: because we reserved not to each 
man his wife in the war: for ye did not give unto them at this time, that ye should be guilty. 
23  And the children of Benjamin did so, and took them wives, according to their number, of 
them that danced, whom they caught: and they went and returned unto their inheritance, 
and repaired the cities, and dwelt in them. 
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24  And the children of Israel departed thence at that time, every man to his tribe and to his 
family, and they went out from thence every man to his inheritance. 
25  In those days there was no king in Israel: every man did that which was right in his own 
eyes.” 
 
Concluding thoughts: 

• This breathtaking process of turning away from God happened in the blink of an 
eye. Likewise, our generation has surely turned away from God.  More importantly, 
consider the fact that every church in the history of this earth has eventually 
turned away from God; every once-faithful church eventually lost their candlestick.  
This is not a thing that happens to a theoretical “them”; this is a thing that 
absolutely can happen to this church.  Our hope to be the church that is faithfully 
watching when Christ returns will turn to ashes if we don’t prayerfully and 
diligently guard against this deadly self-service today, and every day.  There is not 
a human solution for this problem, there is only a continual seeking of God in our 
thoughts, words, and deeds.  We must seek Him to keep us in that path, and that 
work, because without His grace, we will fail in it; we will talk about “god”, while 
doing that which comes from our own fleshly hearts. 

• Pride, fullness of bread, abundance of idleness.  We are surrounded by these things.  
We are tempted by these things.  We have to flee worldliness – the way we think, 
speak, behave, and present ourselves.  We don’t need to align and conform with 
this prideful, self-serving culture, wherein every person is encouraged to express 
their own unique form of rebellion.  Consider yourself – in what ways are you 
thinking, talking, dressing, etc. like the people around you.  Is it neutral?  Or is it 
little by little conforming to the world?  Am I doing or saying something because 
it’s mildly interesting, or because I’m aligning myself with a sub-culture, or a 
cause?  Each of us had better honestly ask ourselves these questions – regularly – 
and then take appropriate action to correct when necessary.  I can’t judge these 
things for you, but I can point to the danger.  It’s better to deny ourselves some 
vain thing, than to use our Christian liberty as a cloak for sin, to the harm of 
ourselves, or other tender sheep.  We don’t need to push at the boundaries, in the 
name of being a unique snowflake! 

o Philippians 3:16 “Nevertheless, whereto we have already attained, let us walk 
by the same rule, let us mind the same thing.” 

• Satan and his minions are constantly sowing the seeds of discord and strife, trying 
desperately to introduce schisms – doctrinal and practical – within the body.  We 
must keep our eyes on the prize; prayerfully return to the scriptures for every 
matter; hold on loosely to EVERYTHING that this world has to offer; deny yourself, 
love the brethren, mercifully and pitifully care for one another.  Submit, submit, 
submit!  
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o 1Peter 5:5-11 “5 Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all 
of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth 
the proud, and giveth grace to the humble. 6  Humble yourselves therefore under 
the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time: 7  Casting all your 
care upon him; for he careth for you. 8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your 
adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may 
devour: 9  Whom resist stedfast in the faith, knowing that the same afflictions 
are accomplished in your brethren that are in the world. 10 But the God of all 
grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have 
suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you. 11  To him 
be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.” 


